Australian Sports

S Technologies Network
\g, ’ Powering Sports Innovation

ASTN’s Open Innovation Challenge reimagines fan engagement
for Melbourne Renegades

MELBOURNE — 05 OCTOBER 2022: The Australian Sports Technologies Network (ASTN) and the
Melbourne Renegades have today announced that Sparkup Studios has been selected as the
winner of its “Pitch to the Renegades” Open Innovation Challenge. The Challenge gave
sportstech startups the opportunity to pitch their ideas to the Melbourne Renegades as part
of a new Open Innovation Pathway pilot program facilitated by ASTN.

The ‘Pitch to the Renegades’ concept was established to help uncover and promote the next
generation of game day, fan engagement, commercial and community engagement
innovations.

The Renegades identified three business challenges and worked closely with ASTN to source
start-ups that could help address those challenges. ASTN and the Renegades had 25 start-
ups apply for the Program and 14 were selected to pitch their ideas.

“One of our biggest objectives for this WBBL and BBL season is to get more people back to
our games and engage with supporters in the stadium. However it is also vital that we can
continue to connect with our fans outside of our matchdays and in the off-season to ensure
we are building on the passion and loyalty they have towards the Renegades,” said Felicity
George, Head of Brand, Marketing and Fan Engagement.

Sparkup Studios was selected for its SportzFan solution — helping sports organisations to
drive better engagement and commercial outcomes through innovative gamified technology
and provide fans with an enriched experience that rewards them for their attention.

“SportzFan is a fan token platform that facilitates year-round engagement. The solution will
make it simple for fans to engage with us and reward them for doing so. We are looking
forward to implementing the Sportzfan solution for the upcoming BBL season, and seeing
how we can continue to build on the platform to engage with fans through a new channel,”
added George.

Luke Santamaria, Co Founder, Sparkup Studios says he is honoured to be selected as the
winner of the Open Innovation Challenge.

“Partnering with the Renegades to help enhance the fan experience across the season and
beyond presents a great opportunity for everyone involved. To do this in collaboration with
such an innovative and forward-thinking organisation like the Renegades is very exciting.
And thank you to the ASTN team who made the entire process very seamless and efficient,"
said Santamaria.


https://www.sparkupstudios.com.au/sportzfan/
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Martin Schlegel, Chair of the ASTN and Craig Hill, SportsTech Start-up Advisor and Industry
Analyst, from the ASTN helped to facilitate the Open Innovation Challenge with the
Renegades.

“The quality of the applications we received was excellent. They offered a diverse range of
solutions, and the Renegades are likely to speak to several of the other applicants about
around how other technologies may be integrated to address other business challenges in
the future,” said Hill.

“Our new Open Innovation Program is a customised program that allows us to connect
sports leagues, federations, clubs and corporates with start-ups in our network, helping
them to facilitate new ideas and innovations to address business challenges like we have
with the Renegades,” said Hill.

“ASTN supported the Renegades through the whole process, right from understanding our
challenges, to helping identify, select and engage the startups and now through the
deployment and implementation process. This has been a great opportunity for us to
continue to push the boundaries and generate new ideas,” added George.

For more information on ASTN’s Open Innovation program visit
https://www.astn.com.au/open-innovation
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For more information, or to arrange an interview with ASTN, please contact Tara Ballard on 0436 330
267 or Tara.ballard@astn.com.au

About Australian Sports Technologies Network Ltd

Australian Sports Technologies Network (ASTN) provides leadership in the commercialisation,
development, and promotion of Australian-inspired Sports Technologies. Established in 2012, ASTN is
today a world-leading pioneer with over 500 organisations in its national network across the
landscape of Sports Digital, Sports Research, Stadium/Venues, Media, Entertainment, eSports,
Human Performance, Fan Engagement, Sports Data, Artificial Intelligence in Sports, Sports
Equipment, Sports Smart Apparel and Sports Universities. For more information, please visit
www.astn.com.au.

About Melbourne Renegades

The Melbourne Renegades are a professional T20 cricket club based in Melbourne, Australia. They
field both a men’s and women’s team, in the KFC Big Bash League and Weber Women'’s Big Bash
League respectively. The Renegades have won one BBL championship, in BBL|08. The club’s BBL
team plays home matches at Marvel Stadium and Geelong’s GMHBA Stadium, while the club’s WBBL
team plays home matches at the CitiPower Centre.
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